MURDER BOARD
Documentation

This module is in active development and this is a living document. Not all information or
screenshots may accurately represent the current state of the module. View the latest

Changelogs for the most up-to-date information. Questions, issues, or suggestions can be

submitted here.

MURDER BOARD is currently only tested and verified to work on Foundry v13

What is MURDER BOARD

MURDER BOARD is a collaborative, real-time investigation tracking interface built for Foundry VTT.
It gives you and your Players a shared digital workspace right within Foundry to organize notes,
images, and documents—then visually connect them to reveal patterns and relationships that solve
mysteries. It updates in real-time so that you and all of your players see the same things.


https://fuliginheart.dev/report
https://fuliginheart.dev/report
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Quick Demo Video

Here's a quick demonstration of me building the board in the image above.

https://www.youtube.com/embed/zGWDfNxtsEY

Installation

e Visit My Patreon Page to purchase individual modules or to join a Support Tier that
includes the module(s) you want.

e Head to https://fuliginheart.dev and use the Login with Patreon button to access any
entitlements you have with me.

e Add your custom manifest link to your Foundry installation.


https://www.youtube.com/embed/zGWDfNxtsEY
https://www.patreon.com/cw/FuliginHeart
https://fuliginheart.dev

Accessing
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like any other module. Then, you should see a new, distinctly clipboard-shaped icon somewhere
near the bottom of the left-side button bar in your Foundry Ul. Clicking this icon will open the
Murder Board Canvas.

In order to access the Murder Board Interface, you must first enable it

Using Murder Board

The Interface

The interface overall is quite spartan- a few self-explanatory buttons and a blank canvas. Even so,
I'll explain.

Buttons and Things

New Board

Clicking this will immediately generate a new board with all of the default settings. The initial name
will be auto-generated but can be modified, along with all other board-related settings, in Board
Settings by clicking on the Gear Icon to the right of the Board Select Dropdown.

Board Select Dropdown

What good are Murder Boards if you have no way to access the, right? My thoughts exactly. Which
is why | invented this new form element called a dropdown. | bet you'll soon be seeing them all
across the Internet. All of the Boards you create will populate here by name.

Board Settings



Cli little gear icon

next to what you now know is called a dropdown to access Board Settings. This is where

you can begin to set yourself up for success when using Murder Board. Here you will find all of the
settings that are specific to a Board. Each Board has it's own unique settings which allows you
some freedom in working how you want if you run more than one game or if everyone wants their
own .

Import and Export

You can use these to make quick JSON "backups" or even copies of your boards. Foundry's file
system is sort of immutable by design so your file paths can't really change unless you self-host
and get in there and tinker with them.

Center View

Technically speaking, Boards do have a center point. You and your players can find it by clicking
this button. This was far more useful in early versions of the module when | was calculating the
canvas based on Scenes. Felt cute at the time. Might delete.

Fullscreen

This does exactly what it says it's gonna do. No, it does not- | wouldn't dare take up your full
screen, but | will make the MB window as big as | can within your Foundry window.

PROTIP: MURDER BOARD remembers the size, location, pan, and zoom level of each
Interface locally on your client. When you close the Interface or reload Foundry and open MB
again it'll be right where you left it. Your friend, Greggg, will have a similar experience only
he likes his window a little bit smaller.

Boards

+ New Board Fuligin's Big Board  + ]

Boards are the foundation of MB. In order to add

images, notes, text or anything else, you must first create a board. You can have multiple boards
with their own unique configurations and set of items. Players can also view any boards they have
access to independently of you and of each other.

By default a board is first created with a blank background image and nothing on it. The Center
View button will center your canvas view on the center and Fullscreen makes the canvas into
Fullscreen. The JSON of a board of your choosing, allowing you to share or receive others' boards.

If you wish to configure the scale, background image, and default settings of a board, you can
access board settings for the currently active board by clicking the gear icon in the Toolbar.



I3 Board Settings

Board Configuration
Board Name:

Greggg's Tiny Board

Canvas Color:

Custom Background Image:

Default Connection Color

Default Connection Size: 5

In Board Settings you can:

e Change the Board's Name.

e Change the default canvas color. This will appear by default when there is no custom
background image active and also surround the background image if one is set.

e Change the background image to any image you like. It will be overlayed on top of your
chosen canvas color and stretch to your chosen background scale.

e Change the background scale, this will make the background image larger or smaller.

e Change the default Connection color and thickness.

e Set the "intensity" of the shadow on items which have shadow enabled.

e Change the default font and font. This applies only to newly created items and not
retroactively.

e Alter player's permissions to edit/view the canvas, or allow all players to edit/view the
canvas. If you would like players to be able to add images to the board you must give
them proper permissions in Foundry settings.

e Enable or disable "realistic" Connection strings. The term is used loosely here.



e Choose to render Connections above Items. This will make connections appear as drawn
above Items, rather than the default below.

The Canvas

The canvas is where all of your Items reside. It's pretty big and extends far beyond the boundaries
of the MB window. Think of the Window as a camera with a viewport about the size of however big

you've made your MB window in Foundry. Mechanically, it has two amazing functions to assist your
and your players with building out your Boards: Pan and Zoom.

Pan

Pan is a stupid word for "move-a-camera-around". It comes from the word panorama which comes
from the word Panorama which is a big painting. Now imagine moving that camera around to view
all the stuff that's currently outside the viewport. That would be panning. We're not actually doing
that because technically our camera (Window) is stationary and we're moving the canvas around to
change what we see. Everything is relative.

Anyway, to move your canvas around, right-click and drag.

Zoom

Zoom is a cool word for "Hey, lemme see that a little closer in." but also "Woah, that's too far. Let's
back it up a bit."

You can spin your mouse wheel to zoom in and out. The sensitivity of this can be adjusted in the
MURDER BOARD section of Foundry's Configure Settings and applies globally.

ltems

What's a good Murder Board without items plastered all over it? What follows are the currently
available Items for use on your Boards. But first...

Pretty much every Item is created or edited by right-clicking on

the board. You can duplicate Items and drag certain types directly to the Board but in the vast
majority of circumstances you'll initiate with a right-click. If you right-click in an empty area of
the Board you'll get the Item Creation Context Menu. This lists all the Item types currently available
for creation in Murder Board. If you choose one you'll likely get a very brief Initial Configuration



panel or, in the case of Images, a File Picker.

Once an Item has been added to the board you can edit it by right-clicking on it. You'll be greeted
with an Item-appropriate menu which you can use to make everything about your new Item as you
like,

ltem Types

Let's take a closer look at the Items everyone is talking about.

NOTE: Many of the Items in Murder Board share common configuration options which are
explained further down.

Sticky Notes

These represent 3x3 inch canary-yellow guys that we all grew up with. Nowadays they come in all
sorts of colors and so do our virtual ones. They start out square but you can squish and stretch
them to whatever perverted dimensions you can dream up, you dirty dog.

Notes are set to Reject Connections by default. This is so they can be placed realistically on
top of other items without the risk of a Connection being created.

Text



| hope | don't have to ever write any more than this.

Images

Use this Item type to pull you Foundry image assets to your Board.

Documents

This was originally meant to be an easy way to show large amounts of text in a semi-realistic-
looking way. A lot of times Image Items will be a higher fidelity choice but I'm leaving Documents in
because they took me so damned long to create.

Labels

Labels are just Text Items that have a parent Item that they belong to. Images and Connections
can both have Labels.

Fonts and Text

Most Items will have text associated with them and Murder Board pulls font options directly from
your Foundry install and your custom fonts.

REMINDER: All ltem default font settings can be configured in Board Settings.

Connections

Technically not an Item since they cant yet be created independently, Connections are the strings
or wires that get strung between Items.

Any item can be connected to any other item in one of two ways:

1. Dragging one Iltem over another.
2. With exactly two items selected- using the Connection Hotkey, Ctrl + C.

You can edit Connections by right-clicking on them to access their Context Menu.

Every item can be altered to accept or reject connections as indicated by the chain-link
button in the bottom left of every item's right-click context menu.

Connection Labels exist as full, editable text Items which can be repositioned, styled, and sized just
as any text Item. They will move in relation to the position of their parent.

Iltems can be set to accept or reject connections. This is to aid in layering objects on top of one
another without creating a connection. In order for a connection to be established, both items must
be set to Accept Connections.



REMINDER: All default Connection settings can be configured in Board Settings.

Resizing and Rotating

Any item on the board can be resized and rotated. Both are accessible by clicking on the item and
using the red corner handles to resize the item, while the green circular icon above is used to
rotate the item. You can also rotate items by clicking over an item and using CTRL + Mouse Wheel .

PROTIP: Fine-tune rotation by adding Shift to the key combo - Ctrl + Shift + Mouse wheael.
Adding jaunty angles to all of your Items is a great way to give your Board an organic look.

Other Item Options

As mentioned previously, Items share a host of common options.

Edit Image Add Label
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Fasteners

Some Items can be configures with a variety of fasteners to make them appear more realistically
affixed to the Board. Though entirely cosmetic, these fasteners can lend quite a bit of "juice" to an
otherwise boring display.

Layering

Murder Board supports a z-index similar to Foundry's default canvas. The controls for this appear at
the top of every Item's context menu, and allow you to layer items above or below other Items.
Iltems with a higher index will appear over items with a lower index. Using the arrow buttons will
allow you to quickly bring items to the front or back.

Hiding
Every Item on the Board is able to be hidden by the GM. Hiding an Item renders it invisible to all

players. This is done by clicking the Eye icon in the bottom-left of the item's edit panel.
Connections to and from hidden Items are also hidden until revealed.

Locking


https://wiki.fuliginheart.dev/uploads/images/gallery/2026-03/5w8image.png

Every Item on the Board can be Locked by both the GM and Players if they have permission. This is
done by pressing the lock icon in the bottom-left of the Item's edit panel. This will prevent the Item
from being rotated, moved, resized, etc.

Shadow

This toggles drop-shadow on and off for each Item.

Groups

Groups are a useful function that allows you to quickly move or alter the z-index of a chosen group
of items on the canvas. In order to group a set of items you must select multiple of them and right-
click the item and click 'Group'. This will then allow you to move them around together or bring
them to the front or back on the z-index.

Foundry Native Element Dragging

Murder Board allows you to drag many default Foundry elements right to the canvas. You may drag
Actors, Items, Journals, Journal Pages, and Scenes directly to Murder Board. These all behave in
specific ways according to the type.

Actors

Image Item using the Actor's portrait and a Label using the Actor's name.

ltems

Image Item using the item's image.

Journal Entries

A Document Item with the Journal's title as initial text.

Journal Text Pages

A Document Item using the text of the page.

Journal Image Pages

An Image Item using the image of the page.

Scenes

An Image Item and using the Scene's thumbnail.

Journal Page PDFs and Videos are not implemented yet.



Keyboard Shortcuts

e CtrI+C - Create connections between selected items
e Ctrl+D - Duplicate selected items

e Ctrl+G - Toggle group/ungroup selected items

e G - Toggle group border visualization
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